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Volunteer Opportunities


Just a few hours of your time can make a big difference in your child’s education. 
Help support all the great programs PS 163 offers its students, 
get to know other parents and teachers, and have fun!
Library Volunteers

Did you know that P.S. 163 does not have a paid librarian? Every time your child visits the library with his class, he is doing so because of the efforts of parent volunteers. Help keep the library open!! 
What’s Needed:

· Volunteers to commit to a specific time slot to work in library; book labeling and sorting

Contact: Jessica Weigmann, jessweigmann@yahoo.com
PS 163 Winter Auction Solicitations

Our biggest fundraiser of the year. The Auction brings in essential funds to cover the cost of enrichment for every kid at PS 163. But we can’t have an Auction if we don’t have things to auction off! It’s easy to ask for a donation when you are at a restaurant, store, business—just think, they get free advertising and new customers in exchange for their donation! 

What’s Needed:

· Donations for auction (online and live, December 2) from local merchants

Contact: Ruddie Hurwitz, ps163auction@gmail.com
Fall Rummage Sale – Friday, Oct 21, 8:30-11:30am
You’ll find lots of bargains—Halloween costumes, kids clothing, adult clothing, books, toys—at our rummage sale!

What’s Needed:
· Donations (Halloween costumes, clothing, toys, household items)
· Volunteers to sort clothing on Wednesday, Oct 19 until Friday, Oct 21

· Volunteers to set up tables (7:30-8:30am), staff tables through the morning in 1-hour shifts (8:30-11:30am), clean up (11:30am)

Contact: Carrie Reynolds, carriechase@earthlink.net
Dia de los Muertos/Halloween Party – Friday, Oct 28, 6:30-8:30pm
The kids dress up in their costumes and dance, play and eat in the gym and cafeteria. Yes, it is pandemonium, but it is every kid’s favorite party! The whole school turns out—you don’t want to miss it, and we need lots of help. 

What’s Needed:

· Donations of food

· Volunteers to set up (4-6pm), staff crafts tables and serve food (6:30-8:30pm) in 1-hour shifts, clean up (8:30-9:30pm)

Contact: Wilma Lopez (se habla espanol), LopezWilma7@aol.com
Election Day Bake Sale – Tuesday, Nov 8, 2011 (no school), 7am-7pm
Our Election Day bake sale provides a service to the community. Voters show up early, and keep coming until late, and they welcome home-baked goodies and warm coffee to get them through their day. Lend a hand, it’s fun!
What’s Needed:
· Donations of baked goods
· Volunteers to staff tables throughout the day in 1-hour shifts

Contact: Melissa Welsh, mmw7@columbia.edu
Scholastic Book Fair (English & Spanish) – Tuesday, Nov 15, 2011 (half day), 11am-8pm

Each fall during Parent/Teacher conferences, the gym becomes a book store. Choose from a wide selection of English and Spanish books at every reading level; teachers also set up wishlists, so you can buy books for their classrooms. 
What’s Needed:

· Volunteers to set up

· Volunteers to staff tables throughout the day in 1-hour shifts

Contact: Daniel Holt, dh65@earthlink.net
Bank Street Bookstore Booksale – November 28- December 3
Bank Street Bookstore on Broadway and 112th Street has the country’s best selection of children’s books, as well as toys and gifts for all ages. PS 163 will get 20% of all sales during this special week, so save your holiday shopping for then!

What’s Needed:

· Volunteers to get wish lists from teachers (due mid-November)
Contact: Jessica Weigmann, jessweigmann@yahoo.com
PS 163 Winter Gala and Live Auction – Friday, Dec 2, 2011, 7-11pm

Dress up in your 1970s digs and come dance, dine, and bid on fabulous deals at the Annual Auction party. Not only is the party an awesome amount of fun, it raises a lot of money for great programs at PS 163. We guarantee that you will enjoy yourself in this cool party space looking south down Broadway, so bring some friends, or make new ones, and bid away!  

What’s Needed:
· Volunteers to set up and clean up

Contact: Melissa Welsh, mmw7@columbia.edu
Made by Me Craft Day – Saturday, Dec 10, 2011, 12-3pm (tentative)
Kids will enjoy making crafts for their parents and other special people at this holiday event.

What’s Needed:

· Volunteers to set up, staff crafts tables and serve food, clean up

Contact: Wilma Lopez (se habla espanol), LopezWilma7@aol.com
Noche de Amor/Valentine’s Day – Friday, Feb 10, 2012, 6:30-8:30pm
Red, pink, hearts, flowers—everyone needs a little extra love, which is what our Valentine’s Day party is all about!  
What’s Needed:

· Donations of food

· Volunteers to set up (4-6pm), staff crafts tables and serve food (6:30-8:30pm), clean up (8:30-9:30pm)

Contact: Wilma Lopez (se habla espanol), LopezWilma7@aol.com

International Celebration – Saturday, Mar 24, 2012, 4:00-8:00pm
Celebrate your culture! Teachers, administrators, and parents all volunteer to set up culture tables—last year, we represented nearly 25 different countries. It’s an amazing, heartwarming, educational trip around the world. 
What’s Needed:

· Families to set up cultural tables (Friday, March 23, 6-8pm)

· Families to staff cultural tables—and more!

Contact: Cynthia Carris Alonso, carris27@aol.com 

Spring Fair – Saturday, May 19, 2012, 12:00-4:00pm
The big Kahuna! Enjoy rides, food from the grill, activity tables, bargains at the rummage sale, and more. The PS163 Spring Fair has it all—and we need you all to help! Look for the Volunteer Flyer in backpacks a month before the Fair.
Contact: Paul Gil, nastybass@nyc.rr.com
Chess Nights – 3-4 Friday nights during school year, 6:30-8:00pm; tentative dates:
Friday, Nov 18, 2011; Friday, Jan 20, 2012; Friday, Mar 9, 2012; Friday, June 8, 2012
Every child at PS 163 gets chess instruction in the classroom. How do we pay for it? Through fundraisers like Chess Night. On these Friday nights, your admission gets you unlimited games of chess (all levels welcome!), as well as pizza. 

What’s Needed:
· Volunteers to sell tickets the week before events; Volunteers to set up (4-6pm), staff crafts tables and serve food (6:30-8:30pm), clean up (8:30-9:30pm)

Contact: Melissa Stanton, stantoncrew97@nyc.rr.com
