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Homework Guidelines

These are general guidelines about homework at P.S. 163. Your child’s teacher may distribute his or her own guidelines at Meet the Teacher morning.

Goals of homework:

Learning to do homework is a process. Your child should work toward these goals as he or she progresses through the school year and through the grades. 

* To review and practice previously learned skills
* To develop independent work habits
* To increase stamina, particularly in reading

* To engage in critical thinking, reflection and analysis

Homework is meant to review material learned in class and is the responsibility of the student. If your child has difficulty with the assignment, you may give guidance but you are not expected to teach material. If your child consistently needs help with homework, please send a note to, or speak directly with, the teacher.

Parents should support their children by setting aside time each day for them to read and do homework and providing them with a quiet (TV-free) work area. Parents are welcome to review homework as a way to support the child’s efforts. 
Teachers should review homework as a way to check student progress and to provide feedback. Teachers will communicate with parents if there are homework issues (eg., missing, late, incomplete), and the consequences.
Suggested time amounts for daily homework:

These are general guidelines. Some children will need more or less time to complete assignments. If your child consistently takes more than the recommended time to finish homework, please communicate with the teacher. If you cannot agree on homework modifications, please speak with an administrator. Don’t let homework become a battle with your child. Reading every night is the most important homework a child can do. Read to and with your child!
	Grade
	Math, writing, content areas (Science, Social Studies)
	                              Reading 

Beginning of                             End of 

Year                                           Year

	K
	5-10 minutes
	15 minutes by parents         15 minutes

	1
	10 minutes
	10 minutes                             30 minutes

	2
	20 minutes
	20 minutes                             40 minutes

	3
	25 minutes
	30 minutes                             50 minutes

	4
	30 minutes
	40 minutes                             60 minutes

	5
	30 minutes
	50 minutes                             70 minutes


Holiday homework varies by teacher. Except for reading, daily assignments should be avoided, but in some cases homework packets may be assigned. No research projects will be due on the day back from vacation. Parents should notify the teacher of any special holiday plans that may necessitate homework adjustments. 
Children with IEPs are entitled to homework modifications. Please speak with your child’s teacher, who may work with the learning specialist to develop homework modifications. 
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